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PART A  : READING COMPREHENSION & SUMMARY (55 MARKS) 

INSTRUCTION(S) : There are TWO (2) questions. Answer both questions in the space 

 provided. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

READING PASSAGE 

Before answering the two questions, read the article below. 

 

Does Social Media Affect Teenagers?  

 

 

A report published by the London School of Economics suggested that 43 per cent of young 

people between nine to 12 years old have social network accounts, with more and more 

children accessing social media with time. This situation occurs despite the ban from 

creating social media accounts for people under the age of 18.  Increasingly, evidence 

suggests that the use of social media by young people can pose threats to their lives.   

 The most commonly cited effect is depression, or depressive symptoms, with one 

study, which specifically looks at young people, suggesting that greater social media use is 

associated with lower moment-to-moment happiness and life satisfaction. These effects are 

thought to occur for a range of reasons, for example, the comparison of one's own life to 

lives of others on social media sites can result in a young person feeling inadequate or 

worse than others. This effect can be exacerbated if young people are comparing 

themselves to celebrities whose lives may appear so much more glamorous and exciting 

than their own. Indirect causes of depression have also been identified with social media 

use, such as young people developing body dysmorphia, which can lead to depression. 

 Although the majority of the evidence on the effects of social media use relate to 

depression in young people, there are a wide range of other adverse effects which can 

occur. A survey among 1,500 teenagers from 14 to 24 years old in the UK, published by 

Royal Society for Public Health (RSPH) and the Young Health Movement (YHM), found that 

Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook were the three worst social media platforms for having 

negative impacts on children. The report states that this might be related to depression, but 

there may also be links to an increase in cyber bullying, worsening sleep, and feelings of 

social isolation and anxiety.  

 

 

Adapted from: Hocking, L 2018, Does Social Media Depression in Young People Really Exist?, viewed 9 

January  2019, https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-02-social-media-depression-young-people.html 
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 As a result of their survey findings, RSPH and YHM made a number of 

recommendations to reduce or prevent the negative effects of social media. The 

recommendations focus on both the users and social media companies. These include 

warning young people when they have spent too much time on social media and 

implementing a mechanism which can identify young people who are showing signs of 

mental health issues on social media. From the report, it appears that educating users to 

help manage the increased mental health risks is important. It might require safe social 

media use to be taught as part of a child's education, or a social media component to be 

included in the training of youth-workers and other professionals who engage with young 

people. 

 Despite the potential negative effects, there are also some benefits from using social 

media. Those suffering from mental health problems and other health issues are able to 

have better access to other people's health experiences, as well as expert health 

information. Also, social media can help young people with self-expression and self-identity, 

which are important aspects of their development throughout the teenage years. Finally, 

children and young people report that they are able to create better relationships with their 

friends through social media.  

 Even if evidence does link the use of social media with some favourable impacts on 

teenagers’ lives, social media can still cause problems to teenagers. Literature suggests that 

many people demonstrate excessive social media use which can affect their mental health.  

Managing the risks of mental health because of social media sites is the joint responsibility 

of both the user and the social media companies. Other than that, by having fake 

information on their profiles, social media also allows users to mask their identities which 

can lead to cybercrimes. Social media may also cause stress in relationships both romantic 

and platonic by encouraging us to jump to conclusions and make rash judgements towards 

someone’s statements. To summarise, the focus may need to shift towards educating 

younger people in how to cope with the emotions that social media may bring and make 

them aware of the potential risks of using it excessively. Social media depression is only 

likely to get worse, so now is the time to educate young people about the potential pitfalls 

of social media.  

 

  

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 7 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. Reading comprehension (30 marks): Reconstruct the argument presented in the article 

 above by identifying the following elements: 

 

I. the main claim                         (3 marks)  

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

II.   the reasons in support of the main claim                                (8 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

III.   the opposing claim             (3 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. the reasons in support of the opposing claim                    (8 marks) 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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V.the refutations of the reasons in support of the opposing claim       (8 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Summary (25 marks): Summarise the article given above in 60 words, using (i) vocabulary 

and sentence structures different from those in the original and (ii) one short in-text citation 

(using Harvard referencing style). 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

END OF PART A 
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PART B   : ESSAY WRITING (45 MARKS) 

INSTRUCTION(S) : There is ONE (1) question. Answer the question in the space 

 provided. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where do you stand on the following issue? Write a 300-word essay to convince me of your 

claim. 

 

Studying takes you on a path towards acquiring hard skills – the specific technical skills you 

need to do your job effectively. While these are the skills you will list on your CV, today’s 

employers seek more than this. It has also become obvious that the key skills required in the 

future are soft skills, including problem solving, co-coordinating with others and people 

management. What is your opinion in view of this matter?    

 

Think it through first (generating ideas, selecting points and deciding on your line of 

reasoning); next, plan out your essay (pre-drafting), followed by writing (drafting of the core 

content, revising, adding introductory and concluding paragraphs), and finally, editing and 

proofreading (post-drafting). Take short breaks between the various stages. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

https://www.oxbridgeacademy.edu.za/blog/how-to-enhance-an-empty-cv
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__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF EXAMINATION PAPER 


